ANC 2B DUPONT CIRCLE ADVISORY

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING

DC Jewish Community Center

Tuesday, September 30, 2003

The September 30, 2003 Special Meeting of the Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission (Commission or ANC 2B) was called to order by Chair Vince Micone at 7:15 pm. Commissioners present were: Rob Halligan (2B01), Vince Micone (2B02), Bob Meehan (2B03), Carol Mitten (2B05), Irv Morgan (2B07) and Major Giese (2B08).  The Chair noted the presence of a quorum.  
General Items

Chair Micone noted the recent passing of John Wiebenson, an architect and resident of the Dupont Circle area, known for his significant contributions to civic life in DC. A moment of silence was observed in recognition of Mr. Wiebenson’s contributions to the city.

Mr. Jay Haddock, President of Capital Hotels & Suites, presented plans in support of his request for a lane closure on Rhode Island Avenue adjacent to the Governor’s House Hotel at 1615 Rhode Island Avenue. Capital Hotels is requesting temporary lane closure of six to 9 months, removing 3 parking spaces in the process. The requested lane closure affects the parking lane only. Traffic lanes are not affected. Members of the public posed questions about the affects the proposed lane closure would have on traffic in the area. Commissioner Mitten proposed, and Commissioner Meehan seconded, a motion to send a letter to the DC Department of Transportation indicating the Commission’s support the lane closure request for a period not to exceed nine months. The motion carried unanimously.

Chair Micone announced that three individuals have announced their candidacy for the vacant 2B06 position most recently occupied by Stuart Dwyer. If more than one candidate is certified by the DC Board of Elections and Ethics on October 1, 2003, ANC 2B will hold an election to fill the position at its regular meeting on November 12, 2003. The Chair recognized all three candidates, Michael Beidler, George Britton, and Myron Silverstein, each of whom introduced himself by way of brief remarks to the Commission and the public. The Commission will invite any and all qualified candidates to make brief remarks at the November 12 meeting in advance of the election.

Chair Micone announced that, in the absence of a Commissioner representing 2B06, he will convene a meeting on Tuesday, October 7, 2003, for any members of the public with an interest in the ABC Substantial Change application filed by Kozy Korner, 1253 Twentieth Street, N.W. Counsel for Kozy Korner has been invited to present its request for a change in the establishment’s hours of operation.

Chair Micone directed the attention of Commissioners and the public to the recent release of a report by the DC Auditor called “Auditor’s Examination of Public Safety Call Center’s Response to Reports of a Fire at 1617 Twenty-first Street, NW on January 15, 2003” which is available on the DC auditor’s website (www.dcauditor.org). The Chair expressed surprise at the auditor’s finding that the call center’s personnel were deposed a full five weeks after the incident occurred. He said that the Commission has reason to feel deceived, as the auditor found that, contrary to earlier public statements by the government, only one person was answering calls at the time of the fire. He also noted that it appears that the call center no longer gives lower priority to mobile phone calls than it does to land-line calls, a request that ANC 2B has made in the past. 

Presentation on Underground Trolley Facility at Dupont Circle  (formerly Dupont Down Under)

Chair Micone announced that the Mayor has nominated ANC 2B’s Commissioner Carol Mitten to be Director of the Office of Property Management and that in light of this appointment, she would not participate in Commission deliberations on this matter.

Aimee Occhetti, representing the Office of Property Management, reported that the Office has received an appraisal of the subject space. The appraiser values the annual lease at $54,500, $2 per square foot. This appraisal will be used in the city’s lease negotiations with the lessor, Kalorama Sports Management. Kalorama Sports Management was a sub-lessor under the prior lease, until the bankruptcy courts held that the city could maintain the current lease with Kalorama Sports Management as the primary lessor. 

Mr. Paul London, a general partner in the firm of Kalorama Sports Management, encouraged the public to alert him to ideas for the use of the space in future. His email address is psllondon@aol.com. One half of the space seems to be in a pretty raw state. The other half has been developed already. He said that its use as a sports/health club is not entirely out of the question.

Members of the public spoke generally about past uses of the space, including its use in the mid-1900s as a civil defense storage space. 

Commissioners and members of the public offered the following as potential uses for the underground space: 

	Artists workshops
	Museum (of gay and lesbian contributions, and other)

	Retail shops
	Post Office

	Health Club
	Billiards rooms

	Photo storage & museum
	Department of Motor Vehicles permit office

	Bookstore
	Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs permit office

	Phillips Collection exhibit space
	Corcoran Gallery of Art “Corcoran Around Town”

	Kinkos
	Trader Joes (grocery store)

	Wal-Mart
	Offices for various civic and community groups

	Harris-Teeter (grocery store)
	Restaurant or Night Club

	Movie theater
	Storage space for individuals and area condominiums and apartment buildings


Commissioners and the public expressed great dissatisfaction with the appearance of the structures erected over two entrances to the space, located in front of the Dupont Circle Resource Center and next to Riggs Bank. Chair Micone reported that he has researched records at various city permit offices and has reached the conclusion that these massive structures, which were built to resemble a Paris Metro entrance, may have been erected without the appropriate approvals and permits by city agencies. Discussion followed about the nature and location of signage that might replace these structures, and it was decided that one or more city agencies, such as the Historic Preservation Review Board, would be asked for guidance on such signage. It was also noted that one or more prospective tenants would likely have concerns about the general paucity of parking space near this location and that this may prevent some prospective tenants from considering the site. 

The Chair proposed, and Commissioner Halligan seconded, a motion requesting that the Office of Property Management include in its contract negotiations a provision which calls for the expeditious removal of the un-permitted structures. Commissioners pointed out that various government entities, such as the National Park Service, have jurisdiction over the surface space beneath which this facility lies, and that the Office of Property Management should work with the Corporation Counsel’s Office to ensure that all parties are brought into the negotiations as appropriate. With Commissioner Mitten abstaining, the motion was adopted without objection. 

Next meeting

The next regular meeting of ANC 2B will be held on Wednesday, October 8, 2003 at 7 pm at the DC Jewish Community Center, 16th & Q Streets, NW.

Chair Micone adjourned the September 30, 2003, Special Meeting of ANC 2B at 9:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Richardson

Executive Director

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B

ADOPTED: October 8, 2003
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