ANC 2B DUPONT CIRCLE ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING, Wednesday, May 12, 2004

DC Jewish Community Center

The May Regular Meeting of the Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission (Commission or ANC 2B) was called to order by Chair Darren Bowie at 7:00 pm. The Commissioners identified their Single Member Districts (SMDs). Present were: Rob Halligan (2B01), Bob Meehan (2B03), Darren Bowie (2B04), Mike Silverstein (2B06), Major Giese at 9:10 pm (2B08) and Ramon Estrada (2B09).  The Chair noted the presence of a quorum.  

PUBLIC TESTIMONY AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chair Bowie announced that the Department of Parks and Recreation would be invited to the June meeting of the ANC to report on efforts to groom and enhance the appearance of the parks near the intersection of 17th  & T Streets, NW. 

Chair Bowie announced that the organizers of Team DC have applied for a one-day ABC license to operate a beer garden in the 1600 block of Church Street, NW on June 12, 2004 from 3-9pm in connection with the Capital Pride parade. He noted that the Commission does not take a position on one-day license applications.

Chair Bowie announced that the DC Department of Transportation (DDOT) has named a new Ward 2 Coordinator. The ANC will invite the Coordinator to report on transportation projects at its June meeting.

Commissioner Silverstein announced that the Board of Zoning Adjustment has approved the request of CRP/MR for its property located at 1414 – 22nd Street, NW.

Representatives of O Salad Mio were introduced. They indicated that they may, in future, apply for an ABC license. 

It was announced that there will be a fundraiser for Ross Elementary School’s play-yard renovation project on June 11, 2004.

PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES

The following public safety meetings were announced:  Dupont Circle Public Safety Committee at the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) 3rd District station, Tuesday, May 18th, at 7:00 pm; 3rd District Citizens Advisory Council, at the 3rd District station, Thursday, May 27th, at 7:30 pm.

An MPD representative presented a report of crimes in the new PSA 306, which covers the Dupont Circle neighborhood. 

GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS

Chair Bowie read a resolution appointing Karyn-Siobhan Robinson, the sole individual certified by the Board of Elections and Ethics (BOEE) to hold the newly-vacant 2B02 Commission seat, to the vacancy.  Commissioner Estrada proposed, and Commissioner Meehan seconded, a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion passed without objection. Candidates for the remaining vacancies were invited to speak for two minutes each. The Commission will hold elections at its June 9, 2004 meeting for the remaining two vacant Single Member Districts, 2B05 and 2B07. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to adopt the election guidelines as amended. The motion carried unanimously. Balloting on June 9th will begin at 6pm and conclude at 8pm. 

The Commission considered a resolution supporting the restoration of regular operating hours at public libraries in the District, including on evenings and weekends. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carried without objection.

Commissioner Estrada summarized the neighborhood impact of a recent DDOT study and its recommendations on trucking throughout the city. The study examined truck routes, truck size and loading and unloading permits. See www.ddot.dc.gov for more information on the Motor Carrier Management and Threat Assessment Study.

The Commission considered an amendment to the Alcoholic Beverage Control legislation proposed by Councilmember Mendelson which would grant formal status to multiple ANCs in cases where an affected establishment is located near the boundaries of multiple ANCs. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Meehan seconded, a motion to oppose the language of the amendment noting that ANCs located adjacent to an establishment may offer testimony on an ABC matter without being granted party status. The motion carried unanimously. 

REGULATORY ISSUES

The Commission considered a Public Space application by the Friends of Ross School for play-yard improvements at the school. Commissioner Meehan and members of the public testified in favor of and in opposition to the application. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Meehan seconded, a motion to table the item until a May 25, 2004, special meeting of the ANC. The motion carried unanimously. Commissioner Meehan proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to formally thank the DC Department of Transportation for a quick response in placing additional signage in the vicinity of the school. The motion carried unanimously. The Commission encouraged all parties to attempt to work out a compromise in time for the special ANC meeting. (2B03)

The Commission heard a presentation by Steve Dickens on an HPRB application for changes to the structures at 1828-34 Jefferson Place, NW, as part of a condominium conversion. Commissioner Silverstein proposed, and Commissioner Meehan seconded, a motion to approve the concept and design of the project. The motion carried unanimously. (2B06)

Representatives of the Asylum Company, 1223 Connecticut Avenue, NW, spoke in support of ABC Substantial Change application #36042 for the placement of a Summer Garden, comprising 54 additional seats, in the rear of the building. Representatives of neighboring establishments (St. Mathews Cathedral and the Tabard Inn) also testified.  In response to concerns raised by the neighboring establishments, Commissioner Silverstein proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion  to protest the application pending the successful negotiation of an amendment to Asylum’s Voluntary Agreement to address the concerns raised. The motion carried unanimously. (2B05)

The Commission heard testimony from representatives of Starbucks in support of a Public Space Application for an Unenclosed Outdoor Café at its establishment located at 1600 K Street, NW. Residents and Commissioners expressed concerns about the project. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to table the matter until the special ANC meeting to be held on May 25, 2004. The motion carried unanimously. (2B05)

NEW BUSINESS, UNFINISHED BUSINESS, ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL MATTERS

The Commission reconsidered a draft resolution proposed by the DC Healthcare Coalition in support of a public hospital. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to adopt the resolution as amended. The motion carried unanimously. 

Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Giese seconded, a motion to withdraw the Commission’s “no opposition” position on a payphone application approved in April which was based on incorrect information provided by the Public Space Committee. The pay phone in question is located at 1535 – 17th Street, NW. The Commission expressed “no opposition” to a payphone at this location.

It was announced that the owner of the building in which Chef’s Express is located has withdrawn his variance application before the Board of Zoning Adjustment on the grounds that the establishment currently operates within the provisions of its Certificate of Occupancy. Chair Bowie proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to request that the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs investigate Chef’s Express for compliance with its Certificate of Occupancy and to take appropriate action if it finds that Chef’s Express is not in compliance with its Certificate of Occupancy. The motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Halligan provided an update on the work on the ANC’s website.

Commissioner Giese proposed, and Commissioner Silverstein seconded, a motion to make a technical correction to the meeting minutes of March 2004. Commissioner Giese proposed, and Commissioner Estrada seconded, a motion to make a technical correction to the meeting minutes of April 2004. Both motions carried unanimously.

NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting of ANC 2B will be held on Wednesday, June 9, 2004 at 6 pm at the DC Jewish Community Center, 16th & Q Streets, NW.

At 10:40 pm, Commissioner Estrada proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Silverstein, to adjourn. Without objection, the motion was approved. 

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Richardson

Executive Director

ADOPTED:
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