ANC 2B DUPONT CIRCLE ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING, Wednesday, June 9, 2004

DC Jewish Community Center

The June Regular meeting of the Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission (Commission or ANC 2B) was called to order by Chairman Darren Bowie at 6:00 p.m.  The Commissioners identified their Single Member Districts (SMDs).  Present were Rob Halligan (2B-01), Karyn-Siobhan Robinson (2B-02), Bob Meehan (2B-03), Darren Bowie (2B-04), Mike Silverstein (2B-06), Major Giese at 9:05 p.m. (2B-08) and Ramon Estrada (2B-09).  The Chair noted the presence of a quorum.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
From 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., special elections for SMDs 2B-05 and 2B-07 were held with the assistance of Suzette Benda.

Ramona Burns was introduced to everyone as the new transportation planner for Ward Two.  She can be reached at 671-2234 or by email at ramona.burns@dc.gov.  

Councilmember Phil Mendelson addressed the group commenting on the new law adopted by the Council giving “great weight” to neighboring “affected ANCs.”  He also spoke about supermarkets staying open until midnight.  And lastly, he talked about the DC school system, the search for a new superintendent, and the governance of the schools. 

Carol Goldman announced the 25th anniversary of the L’Enfant Trust on Conservation Easements.  She can be reached at 671-1289 or www.lenfant.org. 

The new Associate Director of Parks and Recreation, Drew Becher, was introduced to the group.  He spoke of 60-day turnaround plans and his willingness to work with “Friends of …” groups to fix up the parks in the Dupont Circle neighborhood. 

John Ray was not present and was rescheduled for the July meeting of the ANC. 

Winners of the ANC Special Election results were announced:  Mark Bjorge for 2B-05 and Gerald Allan Schwinn of 2B-07.
GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS 

Regarding a Parking Task Force Report:  Commissioner Bowie proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, that the ANC submit testimony opposing the recommendation that parking zones be linked to the Neighborhood Planning Clusters, and that the ANC support a pilot project on certain designated blocks for residential parking on one side of the street.  If the planning clusters are implemented, then the Commission would like “border zones” to be added to the plan.  Without objection, the motion was passed.

The Proposed Resolution regarding Baseball Stadium was tabled until the July meeting of the commission. 

REGULATORY AGENDA 

Regarding BZA Application #17172, Presentations by Alex and Amanda Marshall and their representative and Tucker Sculley (on behalf of neighbors) were made and a subsequent discussion was held regarding a special exception request regarding an addition to the residence at 1519 P Street, N.W.  Discussion focused on three areas of concern:  loss of green space, particularly a tree; and adverse impact from changes in light, air quality and privacy; and a change of the structure from a free-standing house to a row house in an historic area. 

Commissioner Bowie proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, to oppose the special exception request on three areas of concern as raised in public discussion, especially the change of the structure from a free-standing house to a row house in an historic area which would intrude upon the scale and footprint of the locale.  A voice vote was taken and before announcement of the total, Commissioner Giese called for a roll call vote.  The motion was passed by 4 votes (Commissioners Bowie, Estrada, Halligan and Robinson) to 3 votes (Commissioners Giese, Meehan and Silverstein). 

A presentation by Monique Greenwood  regarding her establishment at 1708 16th Street, N.W., was made and a subsequent discussion was held on 2 special exception requests to the Board of Zoning Adjustment.  One exception would permit a 6-room bed and breakfast; the other exception would allow 2 additional rooms to the foregoing.  Ms. Greenwood now operates under a boarding house license with 9 rooms.  Commissioner Bowie proposed a motion to oppose the requests pending negotiation of agreement regarding limitation of events and ABC licenses.  The motion failed for lack of a second. 

Ms. Greenwood stated she does not plan to hold special events at the location.  Commissioner Bowie proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Silverstein, to support both applications pending a voluntary agreement to address concerns about events and ABC licenses.  Without objection, the motion was passed. 

A presentation by Emanuel Mpras was made and a subsequent discussion was held on a substantial change application to the ABRA to change the ABC license for Asylum (t/a MCCXXIII) at 1223 Connecticut Ave., N.W.,  from a Class C (tavern) ABC license to a Class C (nightclub) license.  The applicant sought a change in license to more accurately accommodate its operations, increase the size of its dance floor, and eliminate a substantial portion of its food service.  Commissioner Halligan proposed a motion to protest the application until such time as concerns on dance floor space and line management would be resolved.  The motion failed for lack of a second. 

Commissioner Silverstein proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner  Robinson to support the application.  Without objection, the motion was passed. 

A presentation was made and a subsequent discussion was held on re 1828-1834 Thomas Jefferson Place, N.W.  The Commission was presented with  a revised concept of the planned condominium.  The revision indicates one floor less than the presentation at the last regular ANC meeting.  Commissioner Silverstein proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Halligan, to support the proposal for the conversion of structures at 1828 through 1834 Thomas Jefferson to residential units as amended (revised).   Without objection, the motion was passed. 


NEW BUSINESS, UNFINISHED BUSINESS, ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Commissioner Bowie proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Silverstein, to amend an earlier motion regarding the Ross School play area to change language to “vegetation would be no more and no less than four feet in height.”  Without objection, the motion was passed. 

Commissioner Halligan announced that the ANC’s website has been posted, although further work is needed.  He proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, and they accepted a friendly amendment by Commissioner Giese to remove limitations on specific areas of work within the site to authorize up to $300.00 for additional work on the website.  Without objection, the motion was passed. 

Commissioner Bowie, as Chair, appointed Mark Bjorge as the ANC’s representative for all 2B-05 zoning matters with said appointment to occur as soon as Mr. Bjorge is sworn in as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner. 

Commissioner Giese proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, that the minutes of the regular meeting in May, 2004, be approved.  Without objection, the motion was passed. 

Commissioner Halligan proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, that the Commission send a letter to the appropriate District office to add the Dupont overlay to a list of overlays which would require notification.  Without objection, the motion was passed. 

Commissioner Bowie proposed a resolution, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, to certify the winners of the special elections as Mark Bjorge for 2B-05 and Gerald Allan Schwinn of 2B-07.  Without objection, the motion was approved.  The Chair and Secretary will send written certification to the Board of Elections and Ethics. 

NEXT MEETING 

The next regular meeting of ANC 2B will be held on Wednesday, July 14,  2004 at 7 p.m. at the D.C. Jewish Community Center, 16th & Q Streets, NW. 

At 11:05 p.m., Commissioner Silverstein proposed a motion, seconded by Commissioner Estrada, to adjourn. Without objection, the motion was approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Scott Major Giese 
Commissioner and Secretary of the Commission 
Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

ADOPTED:  August 11, 2004.
