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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B

Regular Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 13th, 2016; 7:00 p.m.
Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Avenue NW

Call to Order

The January 2016 Meeting of the Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission
(Commission or ANC 2B) was called to order by Vice Chair Nicole Mann at 7:04 pm.

The Commissioners identified their Single Member Districts (SMDs). Present were: Mike
Feldstein (2B01), Daniel Warwick (2B02), Stephanie Maltz (2B03), Abigail Nichols (2B05),
Mike Silverstein (2B06), John Kupcinski (2B07), and Nicole Mann (2B08).

Election of 2016 ANC 2B Officers

Commissioner Mann moved to elect Commissioner Mann as Chair, Commissioner Smith as Vice
Chair, Commissioner Maltz as Treasurer, and Commissioner Silverstein as Secretary. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Feldstein. Passed 7-0-0.

Announcements and Public Comments

Commissioner Announcements

Commissioner Feldstein announced that Potomac Phil would be appearing in Dupont Circle for
Groundhog Day on February 2nd at 8:00 am. He encouraged attendees to come to the event. He
also said that in the past few months there had been some progress in putting together a business
improvement district (BID) for Dupont Circle. He talked about the next steps in the process and
how attendees could get involved in the development of the BID.

Commissioner Mann said that she and Commissioner Smith would be meeting with the Office of
Planning next Friday to talk about the creation of a small area plan for the Dupont Circle
neighborhood.

Commissioner Kupcinski said that he received an email from a staff member of St. Thomas
Church who was asking local residents to donate coats and winter gear to support the homeless
in the neighborhood.

Commissioner Silverstein said that, per the Mayor’s recent promise, the cafeteria kitchen at the
School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens had opened when winter break ended. He also talked
about the school’s recent Sweetgreen fundraiser, which raised money for the demonstration
kitchen at the school. He also talked about recent improvements that were made to the S Street
dog park.
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Commissioner Maltz shared the details for the Ward 2 Education Network’s next monthly
meeting.

Other Public Announcements and General Comments or Future Agenda ltems

Eva Lewis, a Ward 2 representative for the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and
Services (MOCRS), talked about the “Safer, Stronger” legislative package that the Mayor was
advocating for the DC Council to pass. She encouraged attendees to sign the “Mayor’s Pledge to
End Homelessness”.

Tom Lipinsky, a representative for Councilmember Jack Evans’ Office, talked about the DC
Council’s upcoming performance oversight hearings. He encouraged attendees to attend and
testify about any agency they had experiences with.

Susan Volma, a representative for the Dupont Circle Citizens Association (DCCA), talked about
the association's upcoming annual January resolutions party.

Deborah Shapley, the President of Restore Mass Ave, was present. She said that the group had
added 340 trees on Massachusetts Avenue NW. She asked attendees for their help in advocating
for the planting of nine more trees in an open area in front of the PNC Bank branch on Dupont
Circle.

Alcoholic Beverage Control Board Agenda

Recessions Il — Application for a Substantial Change to its Retailer’s Class “C” Tavern License
at 1823 L Street NW (ABRA-060567) (2B06)

The ANC took no action on this matter.

The Wydown Coffee Bar — Application for a New Retailer’s Class “C” Restaurant License at
1924 14th Street NW (ABRA-100275) (2B09)

Commissioner Mann moved to support the application. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Nichols. Passed 6-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:
ANC 2B supports the application for a C license because of the limited hours of the
application, the nature of the business as an independent coffee and dessert shop, the
already-existing trash management services, and because the Wydown has proven to be a
good neighbor in the community.

Historic Preservation & Zoning Agenda

1514 Swann Street NW — Interior Renovation of Single Family Home with Third Floor Rear
Addition over Existing Structure and Infill of Existing Dog Leg (2B09)
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Commissioner Mann moved to request a one-month delay on the Historic Preservation Review
Board (HPRB) hearing of the project. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Warwick.
Passed 7-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

ANC 2B requests a one-month delay for review of this application so that neighbors have
time to be informed of this project.

1508 -1512 21st Street NW — Residential Renovation and Rear Addition to Three Existing Multi
Family Rowhouses, Including Restoration of the Historic Facades on 21st Street (2B02)

Commissioner Warwick moved to request a one-month delay on the Historic Preservation
Review Board (HPRB) hearing of the project. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Nichols. Passed 7-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

ANC 2B requests that the project be delayed by one month to further examine
community support.

11 Dupont Circle NW — Proposed Exterior Building Improvements to Include the Building
Entrances, Facade, Streetscape and Addition of a Rooftop Terrace (2B07)

Commissioner Warwick moved to support the application. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Mann. Passed 7-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

WHEREAS, the applicant intends to build a roof deck to the commercial building on
Dupont Circle,

WHEREAS, a roof deck facing Dupont Circle at a similar height already exists today at
the Dupont Circle Hotel,

WHEREAS, residents next door to the applicant at the Patterson Mansion will not be
affected by the roof deck due to the difference in height and the distance from the outdoor
space,

WHEREAS, the application shows a careful consideration of green space on New

Hampshire Avenue and the building re-facing will help the building look more in-line
with the character of the neighborhood, and
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WHEREAS, consistent with ANC 2B’s public space guidelines, ANC 2B encourages 10
feet of walkable space, including the use of permeable walking surfaces at the edge of the
sidewalk, between the tree mounds and Dupont Underground entrance.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2B supports the application due to no
disruption of neighboring residents and the consideration of green space in the
application, but encourages the applicant to provide 10 feet of sidewalk space on New
Hampshire Avenue, per our public space guidelines.

2131 N Street NW — Proposed Third Floor Addition (2B06)

Commissioner Mann moved to support the application. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Warwick. Passed 7-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

ANC 2B supports the project due to no issues with security, privacy, light, and air and
support from neighbors.

1723 Swann Street NW — Special Exception to Construct a Second Story Rear Deck Addition to
an Existing Flat in the R-5-B District (BZA Application #19156) (2B08)

Commissioner Mann moved to oppose the application. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Silverstein. Passed 6-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

WHEREAS, the applicant intends to build a second floor deck to be used as outdoor
space,

WHEREAS, the neighbor at 1725 Swann Street expressed opposition to the special
exception due to valid concerns regarding the loss of privacy from his adjacent 2nd floor
bedroom, as well as concerns about noise and loss of light and air, and

WHEREAS, the 1700 block of Swann Street consists of a row of 15 identical two-story
houses, none of which currently have a 2nd floor deck on the back of the house.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2B opposes the application for a special
exception due to concerns regarding the privacy and security of the neighbors as well as
the concerns for the precedent that the project would set for the rest of the 1700 block of
Swann Street.

1101-1111 16th Street NW — Concept/Facade Alterations to Non-Contributing Buildings (2B05)
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Commissioner Nichols moved to request a one-month delay on the Historic Preservation Review
Board (HPRB) hearing of the project. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mann. Passed
6-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

ANC 2B requests a one-month delay to further allow for conversations and discussion
with the applicant concerning this project.

Resolution Against 24-hour Demolition and Construction at 1100 15th Street (2B05)

Commissioner Nichols moved to adopt the proposed resolution on the matter. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Warwick. Passed 6-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

WHEREAS, the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) issued a 24/7
demolition permit to the project at 1100 15th Street NW,

WHEREAS, the applicant in multiple appearances before ANC 2B did not mention plans
or 24/7 demolition,

WHEREAS, DCMR 105.1.3 specifically provides that: “No after-hours permit shall be
issued for work in an area zoned “residential” under the Zoning Regulations then in
effect, or in an area 500 feet of such residential zone, or within 500 feet of a building with
sleeping quarters, unless official determines that not issuing permit would pose a threat to
public safety, health and welfare.”,

WHEREAS, the project is located within 500 feet of nearby sleeping units at The
Presidential, The Capitol Hill Hilton, The University Club, and the Russian
Ambassador’s house,

WHEREAS, ANC 2B was informed of a protest by The Presidential and The University
Club of Washington DC which did not receive responses from DCRA, and

WHEREAS, ANC 2B is especially disturbed by the allowance for 85 decibels of noise at
night when 55 decibels are normally allowed at night with nearby residences.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2B requests revocation of the 24/7
demolition permit, especially during night hours.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2B requests that DCRA provide an explanation

how 24-hour demolition is necessary in order to protect safety, health, and public welfare
pursuant to DCMR 105.1.3, and

Page 5



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2B requests that a DCRA representative attend
the next ANC 2B meeting to discuss the process for approval of 24/7 demolition permits
S0 as to better understand this process going forward.

Public Space Committee Agenda

Valet Parking Request for Claudia’s Steakhouse at 1501 K St NW (Updated Resolution to
November 2015 Action) (2B05)

Commissioner Nichols moved to support the application. Commissioner Maltz requested an
amendment to support the application on a six-month trial basis and to then reevaluate the
application in six months. Commissioner Warwick seconded the amendment. The amendment
was voted on and passed 5-1-0. The final motion was voted on and passed 3-2-1.

The resolution reads as follows:

WHEREAS, Claudia’s Steakhouse at 1501 K Street NW has applied for a public space
permit for two valet parking spaces on 15th Street NW,

WHEREAS, in August 2014, ANC 2B reviewed but took no action on the initial
application by Claudia’s for a RC alcohol license with entertainment and sidewalk café
endorsements,

WHEREAS, compliance problems with sidewalk café and valet parking requirements led
ANC 2B to oppose a public space application by Claudia’s Steakhouse at ANC 2B’s
November 10, 2015 meeting, and

WHEREAS, subsequent observation and discussions with the owners of Claudia’s
Steakhouse indicate compliance with requirements and the business’ commitment to
comply with DC laws governing the use of public space,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2B now supports, for a six-month trial
period, Claudia’s application to use public space for valet parking.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, at the completion of the six-month trial period,
ANC 2B will support Claudia’s full public space application if no community concerns
arise over the course of the six months.

Sidewalk Cafe Application for the Dupont Circle Hotel at 1500 New Hampshire Ave NW
(2B03)

Commissioner Maltz moved to support the application. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Warwick. Passed 6-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:
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WHEREAS, the existing sidewalk cafe and use of public space violates ANC 2B’s
published public space guidelines requiring at least 10 feet of walkable public space, but

WHEREAS, the Dupont Circle Hotel has been a good neighbor and operator for over 17
years.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2B supports bringing the public space
permits into compliance with the already-existing structure and does not consider this
precedent-setting because the existing structure has been grandfathered in.

Installation of a Flagpole at the Colombian Embassy at 1724 Massachusetts Avenue NW in

Advance of Early February visit by the President of Colombia

Commissioner Nichols moved to support the application. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Maltz. Passed 6-0-0.

The resolution reads as follows:

Whereas, the Embassy of Colombia has recently moved to 1724 Massachusetts Avenue,
purchasing a large building previously owned by the Legacy Foundation,

Whereas, in response to a recent invitation by President Obama requesting a visit to
Washington by Colombia’s President, President Juan Manuel Santos will visit
Washington the first week of February 2016,

Whereas, President Santos’ visit to President Obama in Washington also provides an
excellent opportunity to formally inaugurate the new embassy,

Whereas, a flag pole with the flag of its nation would be a standard part of any country’s
embassy,

Whereas, the government of Colombia has filed a public space permit (Permit Tracking
Number 1121464) to allow the erection a flag pole in the public space between the
sidewalk and the building,

Whereas, similar flagpoles already adorn embassies on the 1700 block of Massachusetts
Avenue, and

Whereas, the State Department supports the efforts of the Public Space Committee of the
District of Columbia to facilitate expediting the review of this permit request in light of
the short notice of the President’s visit.

Therefore, be it RESOLVED that Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B supports this
public space request and hopes that the Public Space Committee of the District of
Columbia can accommodate the Embassy’s desire to prepare for the arrival of President
Santos by erecting the flag pole as fast as possible.
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Administrative Matters

Approval of 2016 ANC Meeting Calendar

Commissioner Mann moved to approve the 2016 ANC meeting calendar. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Maltz. Approved by acclamation.

Vote to Participate in the ANC Security Fund

Commissioner Mann moved to participate in the ANC Security Fund. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Nichols. Passed 6-0-0.

Approval of December 2015 Reqular Meeting Minutes

The December 2015 regular meeting minutes were approved by acclamation.

Discussion on Continuation of ANC 2B Committee Structure

The continuation of all ANC 2B standing committees until the ANC’s regular February meeting
was approved by acclamation.

Adjournment

Chair Nicole Mann adjourned the meeting at 9:41 pm.
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