
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

Yfe, Inc. 
tla 18th Street Lounge 

Holder ofa 
Retailer's Class CT License 

at premises 
1212 18th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Yfe, Inc., tla 18th Street Lounge (Licensee) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

License No. 
Order No. 

ABRA-021211 
2014-369 

Noah Smith, Chairperson, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2B 

Carl Nelson, on behalf of A Group of Five Citizens from the Palladium Condominium 
(Group of Residents) 

BEFORE: Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 
Nick Alberti, Member 
Donald Brooks, Member 
Herman Jones, Member 
Mike Silverstein, Member 
Hector Rodriguez, Member 
James Short, Member 

ORDER ON SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

The official records of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Board) reflect that 
Yfe, Inc., tla 18th Street Lounge (Licensee), ANC 2B, and a Group of Residents have 
entered into a Settlement Agreement (Agreement), dated September 17, 2014, that 
governs the operation of the Licensee's establishment. 

The Agreement has been reduced to writing and has been properly executed and 
filed with the Board. The Licensee; Chairperson Noah Smith, on behalf of ANC 2B; and 
Carl Nelson, on behalf of the Group of Residents; are signatories to the Agreement. 
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Accordingly, it is this 8th day of October, 2014, ORDERED that: 

1. The above-referenced Settlement Agreement submitted by the Parties to 
govern the operations of the Licensee's establishment is APPROVED and 
INCORPORATED as part of this Order; 

2. This Agreement intends to be a Settlement Agreement rather than an 
Amendment to V01wltary Agreement; and 

3. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Licensee, ANC 2B, and Carl Nelson, 
on behalf of the Group of Residents. 
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District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

_),uuw Short, Member 

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-433, any party adversely affected may file a Motion 
for Reconsideration of this decision within ten (10) days of service of this Order with the 
Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite 400S, 
Washington, DC 20009. 

Also, pursuant to section 11 of the District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, 
Pub. L. 90-614, 82 Stat. 1209, D.C. Official Code 2-510 (2001), and Rule 15 of the 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals, any party adversely affected has the right to 
appeal this Order by filing a petition for review, within thirty (30) days of the date of 
service of this Order, with the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 500 Indiana 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001. However, the timely filing ofa Motion for 
Reconsideration pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-433, stays the time for filing a 
petition for review in the District of Columbia Court of Appeals until the Board rules on 
the motion. See D.C. App. Rule 15(b). 
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AMENDMENT TOYOLUN'I'ARY AGREEMENT 

"NOISE COMPLIANCE :PLAN" 

1ms SE.T'IlBl\.1ENT AGREEMENT ("Agr;eement") is by and betWeen, WE, Inc, 
("Lic.ensee"), the Group 9fFive. Citizens from the Pallammn Conaominiuln ("Residents"), and 
.Advisory Neighborhood CQmn;llssion ANC2B C'ANC 2B") (collectively, "Parties"). Any . 
existing Agreement shall remain in force, except that this Agreement shaH superse(ie.provisiolls 
relating to noise ·abatement. . 

WHER.J1AS, Licensee has applied fur a lenewalof license Glass 01 for a business 
establishment ("E$hlislun.ent"); . 

WBEREAS, the Residents and ANC 2B filed :timely protest against the renewal of 
Licensee'slicenseptiJ.'sUant to D.C. Official Code § 15-601(4);· . 

WHEREAS, thei Fames have !\greed to ·the te:r.t;I1il oft1ris Agreement :and request that th;l 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board ("ABC Board") approve the reneWal of said .license 
conditioned upon·the Licensee's complianc;l. with. this Agreement; 

WHEREAS, the Parties d~sitll to settle the protest purSl\ant tQ D,C. Official Code :~ 25-. 
446 for the operation and msintenlUlce oftheEstabU~hme:Qt; 

WI-ffiREAS, the levels of amplifie(l. sowd emanatfug from District 9£ Columbia 
nightclubs indivldttally and collectively has risen in rec.ent years to the point that local residents 
are complall:dng that the noise isente~:i1J;g theit homes, interfering with the .quiet enjoyment of 
their homes, disturbing their s'1¢ep, and negatively inipa9tln/l' their property valties; 

WHEREAS, the.Distl'ict.ofColumbia Noise Control Act and regulations at section 25c 

725, as :amended, requites.nightclubs to contain amplified sound; . 

WHEREAS, Licensee r.\lcogn!z,es that eompliance wit\J."theNoise Control Act is of 
paramount importance to cu,rrent an(l. future residents, IUId is eSSential to the District's plan to 
increase mixed use and pppnlation density; 

NoW, TIlEREFORE, the Pm1les agree as follows: 

L Noise abatement: Licensee agrees to amploy ~u:fficient.noi$e abatement measures to 
ensure that thl:' lovel of amplified musIc produced by ·theestablishment (if any) 
complies with !lppIi<;able law and cannot be. heard outside the club within 75 fellt 

Z. Doors and windows.: Licensee will make re8iionable eifort$ to keep doors and . 
windows' closed,. and implement prQcedures lli:ld mitigation .measures to prevent noise 
from escaping from. doors when patrons enter and leave, 

. 3. Outdoor spaces: Licensee agrees to l)]inimize amplified inusic in. outdoor ·spaces· so 
that k qanrtot be heard by resi.dents, Xn an effort to mitidate th!) amplified music heard 
by Iesi~nts the Linens.eIl has: (1) Insulated~all $pell1.<ers! from floors and walls; (2) 
I'nstalled sound mitigation panels across the ceiling to "bsorb, and prevent sound from 



, ' ''o 

.: .i '.1 

escapl!)g; (3) Changed speakers dirllction away fr()m alley and (4) took out the lowest 
souudf!"equQlley ,froin, the sub woofers to prevent bass in the alley. 

4. Compliance: Licimsee agrees that: 

a. Licensee agrees to promptly loweramp$ed sot\lld levels when citdetermip,es, 
or is informed, that s01llld levels are too high. 'J'he, Licensee will, be \In notice 
that sQQlldJeveJs lire too bigh ifanyo£tbe folloWing situations OCCl11'S; 

i. Amplified musio c.lm be heard 75 feet from the establishment; 

ii. Music can b~ heatd inside resitlenc~s; 

iii. Residents have c<l.inplalned; 

iv. Dis,trict Officials have notified the Ucenstle of complaints. 

5. , Continuh!g cooperation: 

a. Libensee will provide the Parties the name and phpne, nwnber of the general 
manager, who is responsible fotcompliance. Xf residents contact this person, 
he/sh,e will immediately determine whf)tlier sound levels ,are ,too hlg)l- !lnd if 
so, promptly lower sound leva1sas n~ded to comply' With this Agr!;:ementand, 
the' Noise ContrOl Act, 'The Licensee 'will have 24 hours to respond to any 
noise complaints. ''Ule ,LicMl!~ 'shall nave thirty (:'0) days to 4\urll sound level 
problems by establisb:ing 10wetJevels, ilddfug additional sound 'abatfu.g 

, materials, andio! developing policies toensw~ O)Igoing cQmpliance'With this 
A&reemeut. 

b,. Licensee will make g\lod faith efforts to, cooperate with other establishments 
to ensure that collective noise levelS comply with the']'.JoiseConttQlAct. 

6. .counterparts: l'bis Agreement may be executed In counterparts, each ofwhich shall 
be deemed as original~ but all together shallconiltitute the Saine instrurn~nt. 

7. Withdrawal of protest: upon exectrtlPll of.tl1i~ Agreement ;rod itsaocepiance by the 
.ABC Bo,aId, the ,ptotest ofthe Licensee's ~plication for,li,cens!l filed by the Parties 
hereto shall he deemed withdtawn. ' 

Ex~cuted on this date, September ..& 2014 

~;- .) . "",,, 5i.tfr1f.!'d r 
. By. ~~ !Mo"fIt IZ 2014 

Carl Nelson, Re,sident Representative ' 



, Chair, ANC 2B 

· -roy" /g-ft- 51ru.f- i/e 
f/gllA ;IT 21 z 1/ 


