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ANC 2B Second Listening Session Concerning 
The Expiration of the East Dupont Circle Moratorium 

 
On June 24, 2013, the ANC2B hosted its second listening session concerning the upcoming expiration 
of the East Dupont Circle Moratorium.  Present and conducting the meeting were all members of the 
ANC’s East Dupont Circle  Moratorium Committee: 17th St. Commissioners Leo Dwyer, Stephanie 
Maltz, Abigail Nichols and Kishan Putta and Commissioner Kevin O’Connor.  At least twelve 
additional people attended; ten people signed the sign-in sheets.  The printed meeting guidelines 
included at the end of these minutes were used.   
 
Commissioner Kevin O’Connor, Chair of the ANC2B ABRA Committee, opened the meeting with a 
welcome and information about the expiring Moratorium and the planned activities of ANC2B to decide 
whether or not to request an extension the Moratorium with or without changes.   
 
The first agenda item was a presentiaton by Fred Moosally, director of the Alcoholic Beverage 
Regulation Administration, who spoke about the Moratorium law and the process for obtaining a 
moratorium.  Without a petition by a group with standing, i.e., the ANC, a citizens association, a group 
of five or more with a commong interest, the current mortrorium will expire September 23, 2013.  He 
also talked about the various tools other than a moratorium by which a neighborhood can shape the 
nature of alcohol establishments; he mentioned using settlement agreements to 

1) Shape the use of promoters 
2) Limit the hours and types of entertainment (though not the type of music) 
3) Shape the hours of food service 
4) Hours of alchol service. 

 
Mr. Moosally responded to concerns about restaurants morphing into taverns by saying that such a 
change is considered a substantial change subject to community input.  The requirement for a restaurant 
license is that a business to serve food until two hours before closing although the food offerings may be 
more limited late at night.  Furthermore food must be either 45percent of sales or total  $2,000 in food 
per occupant per year for a C license (spirits)  and $1,500 per occupant per year for a D license (beer and 
wine).  Falling below 25% of sales in food is considered “substantial” noncompliance.  
 
In response to a question, Mr. Moosally stated that ABRA only enforces seats and hours for patios.  It 
does not enforce occupancy requirements because it is hard to count occupants since patios also contain 
people entering and exiting the business.   
 
Mr. Moosally described the process by which a business may petition to terminate a voluntary 
agreement.  Businesses can ask to have a voluntary agreement terminated after the first four years of 
operation or at a subsequent renewal.  Parties to the agreement are notified and the proposal is placarded 
so that other parties can protest.   ABRA tries to negotiate  a new agreement.   
 
Community Input 
 
Commissioner Kevin called first on persons who had not attended the previous listening session.   
 
Lex Rieffel, a Q Street homeowner owner since 1973, read a written statement favoring the extension of 
the moratorium.  Stating that he is a professional economist, he said his analysis indicates that there are 



“no compelling reasons to loosen or terminate the moratorium and many good reasons to extent it…”   
He argued against any impulse to “do something.”  The purpose of the moratorium is to protect the 
neighborhood-serving businesses that do not have liquor licenses.   
 
A second speaker opposed the moratorium. 
 
Jenna Cohen at the Chasteton spoke in favor of allowing more restaurants so there will be more variety 
and an improvement in the quality of restaurants as the result of competition.   
 
Ramon Estrada suggested that the Dupont East Moratorium Committee look at how real estate 
ownership and leasing on 17th St. affects businesses, mentioning “triple net leases.”  He suggested 
talking to the three people who own the most business real estate.  A few property owners control what 
happens on 17th Street. 
 
Commissioner Putta said that while his discussions with current owners indicates that businesses like 
Safeway and cleaners that people visit frequently are doing fine on 17th Street, it will be difficult for 
businesses that people do not visit frequently to thrive.  Stores that have left like a furniture repair store, 
an optician, and a flower shop are unlikely to return.   
 
Robin Diener said she likes the current mix of stores.  Leo Dwyer said that except for the moratorium, 
the space where Grubbs Pharmacy operates might have become a restaurant.  He had considered 
opening a business at that spot but was not able to do so because of the moratorium. 
 
Someone mentioned that the Office of Planning has a new toolkit for neighborhood business planning 
and that Dupont Mainstreets is interested in doing something.   
 
Kari Cunningham stated that she and her neighbors are supportive of having more restaurants.  Her 
family hardly drives at all.  She wants to build our community.  She commented on the idea of finding a 
location on 17th St for a children’s play space.  
 
Robin Diener asked why the Blockbuster space hasn’t been rented.   
 
Daniel Kramer said that the moratorium depresses property values and should be only temporary. 
 
The commissioners asked questions of the audience: 
 
1. “What primary concern does a moratorium serve?” 

• Lex Rieffel – desire for retail diversity.  If the moratorium is ended we will lose retail.  We 
cannot micro-manage among new applicants to pick winners and losers. 

• Robin Diener – overconcentration.  ABRA cannot measure noise but it is a problem 
• Ramon Estrada – it protects residents in a unique situation where so many residences face the 

businesses. 
 

2. “How have things changed?” 
• Twenty years ago the neighborhood was depressed; we could have become another Adams 

Morgan.  Now things are different 
• We have a lot of mediocre restaurants.  (Others countered saying we have a good mix of 

restaurants from McDonalds to 5 Star Komi.)  
 



3. “What would you like to see on 17th St?” 
• A restaurant like “Sweet Green”  

 
4. What tools would you want the ANC to use? 

• Robin Diener – the ANC should give those most affected the greatest weight 
• Leo Dwyer said his constituents want there to be no cap on CR’s 
• Kishan Putta said that bars with people outside differ from those with patrons inside only. 
• Lex Rieffel – controlling the public space hours is a good idea 
• Lex Reiffel – consult the near-by proprety owners 
• Prevent noise from outside smokers. 

 
 
The meeting ended on time with everyone having had a say and a general consensus that there had been 
good discussion. 



 
 

Listening Session on the 17th Street Moratorium 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by Dupont Circle (2B)  
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

  
 

Meeting Purpose  
 
The purpose of this Joint Listening Session is to hear directly from the residents and the business 
community affected by the 17th Street Moratorium. The meeting will be an opportunity for the 
neighborhood to speak directly to their elected officials who will be voting on whether to take action 
with regards to the 17th Street Moratorium which is set to expire in September.  

 
 

Meeting Guidelines 
 
1. During the community input time, we welcome your comments. You may either express your 

opinion to the Commissioners or ask a question of the petitioners. There will not be debate.  
 
Please: 

a. Be respectful.  Remember that we all care about making our community a vibrant and safe 
place in which to live and want to see it thrive.  Let’s work together. 

b. Direct your concerns to the moderators. If guests would like to respond to a comment, or ask 
a question, the moderators will use their discretion in allowing this.  

c. Be mindful of time. There is an initial 1 MINUTE time limit per person – if there is extra 
time after everyone has spoken, we would love to hear more from you.  
 

2. When speaking, please introduce yourself and indicate if you are representing an organization, a 
business or yourself. Note where you live or where your business is located.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Listening Sessions 
Monday, June 24 at The Chastleton – 1701 16th Street  
 
 
 
 



 


