
Minutes, May 21, 2013, Chastleton Cooperative, 7101 16th St. NW 
 

ANC 2B First Listening Session Concerning the Expiration of the Dupont East Moratorium 
 
7 p.m., Tuesday, May 21, Chastleton Cooperative, 1701 16th St.  Approximately 30 people in addition to 
ANC2B Commissioners participated.  Twenty-seven signed the sign-in sheets.  The printed meeting 
guidelines that ware provided are included at the end of these minutes. 
 
Commissioner Kevin O’Connor, 2B02, Chair of the ANC2B ABRA Committee, opened the meeting 
with a welcome and information about the expiring Moratorium and the planned activities of ANC2B to 
decide whether or not to request an extension the Moratorium with or without changes.  He announced 
the next public listening session will be held Monday, June 24, when in addition to input from the public 
ABRA will present more on policies and procedures surrounding a Moratorium and the Metropolitan 
Police Department will discuss crime-related issues.   
 
During introductions the four commissioners with some part of their single member district in the area 
under the Moratorium made some comments.  Stephanie Maltz, 2B03, said that commissioners wanted 
to hear from the public by e-mail as in person and that we would be setting up a special e-mail address 
to receive comments.  Stephanie Maltz told the audience that the ANC might take no action at all to stay 
the expiration.  Abigail Nichols, 2B05, noted that others besides the ANC have standing to petition for a 
continuation of the Moratorium.  In response to a question, Leo Dwyer, 2B07, said that in the absence of 
a moratorium licenses would be subject to the normal review process under which the ANC and 
residents had a say.  Kishan Putta, 2B04, welcomed participants to the Chastleton and asked participants 
to partake of the refreshments he’d brought. 
 
In answer to another preliminary question, Kevin O’Connor described the limits in the existing East 
Dupont Moratorium Zone:  In an area that extends approximately six hundred (600) feet in all directions 
from the intersection of 17th and Q Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C., these licences will be allowed: 
Class A – Two (2); Class B – Two (2); Class CR or Class DR – Sixteen (16); Class CT or Class DT – 
Two (2); Class CN or DN – Zero (0); and Class CX or Class DX – Zero (0).  
 
Participant Comments – Participants were to speak for 1 minute during the first round of 
comments.  Note: persons identified by names are persons with current or previous organizational 
affiliations which were identified.   Females are identified by gender because they often address safety 
and security issues. 
 
Speaker 1 from 1700 block of Q Street – knowing what can be achieved through the review of 
individual licenses frames the advisability of easing the Moratorium.  Before members of the audience 
began commenting, one person asked what would happen in the absence of a moratorium 
 
Speaker 2, Jack Jacobson, the former ANC Commissioner 2B04 who headed the committee that led 
ANC action to extend the Moratorium with modifications in 2009, reported the occupancy from that 
report – 2,343 with 274 unused seats.  
 
Speaker 3, 18th and Q, said we have a nice balance now.  Doesn’t want Adams Morgan situation on 17th 
Street. 
 
Speaker 4, Bob Meehan, former ANC Commssioner 2B03, 1700 block of Corcoran, the objectives of 
the Moratorium were 1) peace, order, and quiet and 2) retail diversity.  Nothing has changed to suggest 



that a Moratorium isn’t needed to promote these objectives.  We have lost the battle on diversity of 
retail.  Taverns make the most post-midnight noise. 300-400 people are at risk of their peace, order, and 
quiet.  Since Trio is no longer serving breakfast, he is open to the idea of more restaurants. 
 
Speaker 5 (female), 1600 block of Corcoran.  Doesn’t want a moratorium.  Wants case by case 
assessment of licenses.  She feels safer in a busy neighborhood.  Things are stagnant on 17th.  She goes 
to 14th St.  Would like to be able to suggest a “new little place around the corner.”   
 
Speaker 6 (female), 17th & P.  Against moratorium although up in the air about night clubs.  14th St. is 
where the action is.  
 
Speaker 7, Jon Caley, Urban Neighborhood Alliance, collected 450 signatures against the existing 
Moratorium the last time it was up for renewal and feels the same way.  He identified himself as an 
organizer of the 17th St. Festival.    In 23 years the Moratorium has not achieved the development that 
was envisioned for 17th St.  He sees the problems Hank’s had with expansion – stating that 5 people had 
held up expansion to a loss of several hundreds of thousands of dollars in revenue -- as the reason to kill 
the Moratorium. 
 
Speaker 8, 17th and Q.  For the Moratorium.  “We are the haven between Connecticut Avenue, Adams 
Morgan, and 14th St.”  Predicts would get the trouble that is taverns and bars. Taverns are good – 
somewhere else.  
 
Speaker 9, 1400 block of 17th St., facing the businesses.  I have favored all the moratorium renewals. We 
want more diversity; I would like to see a flower shop.  I see the businesses serving the neighborhood.   
Businesses with a wider draw would degrade the quality of life; don’t want to see 17th Street become a 
destination.  I now hear a lot of noise when the bars empty.  
 
Speaker 10, Dupont West moratorium resident, I am now adversely affected by Connecticut Avenue 
bars.  Concerned that new businesses would expand into areas that are now quiet.  (At some point there 
was discussion that zoning would prevent expansion).  She complimented the design of the West Dupont 
Moratorium.  Kevin O’Connor amplified that one block was removed that had been included by an 
accident and that the limit on restaurants had been removed.  
 
Speaker 11, Ruth Horn, Dupont West resident,  1700 block of 21st Street. 17th St is lively at night. Don’t 
want the alcohol businesses to spread into quiet residential streets. Don’t need to abandon the 
moratorium to deal with the issues. West Dupont amended its moratorium to let in any restaurants.  
 
Speaker 12, Susan Meehan, former ANC commissioner active in historic preservation, 1700 block of 
Corcoran. More restaurants would be good; no taverns or bars. We owe it to the residents to protect their 
peace, order, and quiet, which would be at risk in the 2-3AM hours.  
 
Speaker 13, Ramon Estrada, former ANC2B Chair current President of Dupont Circle Citizens 
Association (DCCA), 14th & T. Ten new restaurants opening on 14th St. 
 
Bob Meehan. We need to prevent creep of alcohol business into residential areas.  
 
Speaker 14, 15th & M. Moratorium on 17th is a strawman. We have a different demographic now. We 
need more good restaurants and controlled growth. 
 



Speaker 15, Robin Diener, Board of, and former chair of, DCCA regulatory committee.  I am a former 
business owner.  Retail is in trouble everywhere.  We need a separate conversation engaging the Deputy 
Mayor of Economic Development on 17th St.  14th Street is a wide street.  Perhaps our Moratorium 
which has helped us also helped the development of 14th St. which is a wider street than 17th.   Licenses 
in a moratorium zone should not be for sale by a business that has closed.  Commissioners Kevin 
O’Connor and Abigail Nichols indicated their interest in this issue and suggested the ANC ABRA 
committee would take it up.   
 
Speaker 16, Jack Jacobson, former Commissioner who headed the Moratroium committee in 2009.  I’ve 
lived on 17th and across from Hank’s on Q.  Parking is less a problem now that we have bikes and more 
busses on 16th St.  The Chaos license that is in safe keeping was in safe keeping three years ago.  
Concerns are unlikely to be realized since you cannot convert every space into a bar.  Jack suggested the 
current committee get an e-mail address for comments and invite the Police in to discuss response time.  
Response time has improved. 
 
Speaker 17, 1600 block of Corcoran.  I notice that opinions differ by age.  I am pro-moratorium.  I feel 
safe on 17th but no so much on U Street or 14th St.  Sees the moratorium as protecting the area and 
resulting in a fantastic quality of life.   
 
Speaker 18, 19th & S. Against the Moratorium. It’s a blunt instrument. 
 
Speaker 19, 17th St. facing the businesses.  In favor of the moratorium and keeping the pleasant diverse 
life of the neighborhood.  At a minimum keep out more taverns.    As someone very directly affected, I 
appreciate the support of the previous speaker.   I am concerned that rents have increased to the point 
only restaurants can pay them.  
 
Speaker 20, 21st and N.   I come to 17th less now because of lack of turnover and options.  Need to create 
competition.  I am sensitive to neighborhood issues.  Perhaps we could add a couple of restaurants. 
 
Speaker 21, 17th & S for nine years.  Frustrated that this Moratorium has never gone away in 22 years.  
Remember the 450 who wanted it to go away last time.  All lived in 2B.  If the Moratorium goes away, 
and things become Satan, we can act on that.   
 
Speaker 22. 1800 block of Q, I get the folks digging up my glowers and throwing them away.  I don’t 
want 17th St. competing with Adams Morgan or U Street.  Jack Evans talked about our unique walkable 
neighborhood. 
 
Speaker 23. 18, 17th & Q, 17th St shouldn’t be competing with Club Central and 14th St&U. We need 
historic neighborhood.   
 
Speaker 24. (female),  1800 block of P.  I love our neighborhood and my gem of a house, but I also want 
it to be vibrant.  I don’t want to drive.  I want to bring my child up here.  I am not offended by foot 
traffic.  We need to trust that we can make it work without a moratorium.   
 
Speaker 25. (female), Chastleton, 16th st., I want restaurant options when I get off work late at night.  
Three friends mugged.  Wants people on the streets. 
 
Speaker 25. Daniel Kramer, I have recently leased the Café Green space (on 17th St).  I am here with my 
chef Alex McCoy (who later introduced himself.)  I am against the Moratorium and the associated high 



price for liquor license.  The Moratorium leads to complacency and crowds out entrepreneurs.  I 
understand the concerns of neighbors.   
 
Speaker 26, Copley Plaza, faces 17th St. businesses.  I favor the Moratorium – maybe allow restaurants, 
certainly not taverns.  I would like to see more retail.  Parking is a problem.  I do not drive my car to 
work because I cannot find a space at the end of the day.    
 
Susan Meehan. The businesses on 17th St. have never done the things that might help them thrive: 1) 
clean the streets and sidewalks (Safeway and McDonalds were both allowed in with the understanding 
they would each clean a block of 17th St.) 2) snow removal, and 3) dealt with problems of double 
parking of delivery vehicles.  
 
Bob Meehan, Speaker 4.   Eight years ago Rob Halligan led meetings among the businesses to promote 
17th St. development but they weren’t interested.  (Bob Meehan suggested that the small number of 
owners of commercial buildings affects the dynamics of 17th St.  LaFonda was lost in a tax sale because 
the agents for the absentee owner forgot to pay taxes.  Perhaps now that businesses have signed on to the 
17th St. Festival that could serve as the basis for developing more cooperation among the businesses than 
we’ve seen. 
 
Robin Diener.  It’s hard to know where the tipping point is.  Adams Morgan completely got away from 
the community and from control.   
 
Speaker 23.   I want new restaurants. 
 
Speaker 24.   “Aren’t you awakened by screaming?” 
 
Bob Meehan, in 1990 Adams Morgan was already like it is now.  17th St. is unique as a neighborhood 
with residential facing commercial.  Remember the silent majority of 600 who face the businesses. 
 
Speaker 25.   I looked at 17th to open a business and concluded it would not support my business. 
 
Speaker 26.  I am concerned that ABRA is not enforcing its Moratorium.  Bob Meehan described that 
the expansions she observed were sanctioned by the new Moratorium and that all proposals for 
expansions had not been allowed (e.g., Floriana). 
 
Commissioner Putta, pointed out the difference between the retail you have to have (cleaners, grocery, 
drugstore) compared to the retail that is actually a draw.   
 
Commissioner Nichols asked the audience what they would like to see go into the two largest vacant 
spaces on 17th St., the answer was “Not Taverns!!”   
 
The meeting ended with Commissioners thanking participants for the information they had provided and 
for the civil, collaborative tone of the meeting. 



 
 

Listening Session on the 17th Street Moratorium 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by Dupont Circle (2B)  
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

 
7:00 – 9:00pm - Wednesday May 21, 2013 

The Chastleton – 1701 16th Street  
 

Meeting Purpose  
 
The purpose of this Joint Listening Session is to hear directly from the residents and the business 
community affected by the 17th Street Moratorium. The meeting will be an opportunity for the 
neighborhood to speak directly to their elected officials who will be voting on whether to take action 
with regards to the 17th Street Moratorium which is set to expire in September.  

 
 

Meeting Guidelines 
 
1. During the community input time, we welcome your comments. You may either express your 

opinion to the Commissioners or ask a question of the petitioners. There will not be debate.  
 
Please: 

a. Be respectful.  Remember that we all care about making our community a vibrant and safe 
place in which to live and want to see it thrive.  Let’s work together. 

b. Direct your concerns to the moderators. If guests would like to respond to a comment, or ask 
a question, the moderators will use their discretion in allowing this.  

c. Be mindful of time. There is an initial 1 MINUTE time limit per person – if there is extra 
time after everyone has spoken, we would love to hear more from you.  
 

2. When speaking, please introduce yourself and indicate if you are representing an organization, a 
business or yourself. Note where you live or where your business is located.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Listening Sessions 
Monday, June 24 at The Chastleton – 1701 16th Street 
 


