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ABCA Alcoholic Beverage Establishment Settlement Agreement
Template Revised October 2026

The wording of this template has been developed with the assistance of ABCA’s Legal Department. Discuss any requests for changes from applicants/attorneys with the Template Maintainer, and the Chair/Vice-Chair, before agreeing to them.

ABCA can decide at any time to change wording, including what they have previously provided or accepted. Should ABCA request revisions, promptly notify the Maintainer of the template to ensure the template reflects the revisions along with the Agreement being submitted.

Commissioners are responsible for preparing Settlement Agreements and presenting them to applicants for review. 

We DO NOT accept agreements drafted by applicants/counsel in lieu of ours.

All SAs must be based on the official template. Commissioners must not create their own versions.
Settlement Agreements are required for establishments requesting/having any of these endorsements: Sidewalk Café; Summer Garden; Streatery; Live Entertainment; Dancing; Door Cover Charge; Game of Skill; Sports Wagering; Parking Valet. SA is mandatory for a Nightclub “N” Class license.

SA is optional but recommended for all other ABCA establishments for consistency across the neighborhood for things such as hours for deliveries or trash collection; cleanliness; snow removal.

Enter/edit contents of desired highlighted blocks. Delete the narration blocks (style “Instruction”) before presenting to the Establishment. Remove highlighting or anything else that shouldn’t be in the final.

You can delete clauses that do not apply to an application/establishment or add conditions that are specific to an application/establishment.

The template language covers almost all situations you’ll encounter. Suggestions from the applicant/their attorneys for things that may be relevant to their specific situation is welcome. However, don’t accept anything on their word. We have had many cases where attorneys try to alter parts of our template to the point it essentially doesn’t have as much, if any, effect. Discuss requests changes that you aren’t comfortable about with the Maintainer, other commissioners, or officers.

When you have prepared the document, copy it to Google Docs and share from there for “everyone having the link” as a Commenter. (Sharing from OneDrive often does not work with non-DC Gov participants.) Don’t email physical copies of the document for review as “Track Changes” is fragile and easily broken when opened on different devices, or with a different version of Word or another word processing program. If an attorney or applicant creates their own local doc and emails that to you with changes, ask them to put the edits into the shared document.

Be sure to include the Chair/Vice Chair, the Executive Director, and the Maintainer to the distribution so they are able to identify/correct anything that conflicts with our or ABCA’s policies.

Be sure the Establishment’s contact information is entered correctly!

When ready for signature, Save As (or Export to) a PDF and transmit that to the applicant. When they return it signed, forward it to the Executive Director.

The Chair signs all Settlement Agreements unless it is in their district in which case the Vice Chair signs.

We cannot accept a signed agreement that was not generated by the ANC.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]
We collaborate with community organizations and residents to resolve concerns and issues with establishments to ensure the SA adequately covers them. However, we generally no longer enter into Settlement Agreements including additional parties. The officers decide whether to include additional parties on a case-by-case basis.

THIS SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made on this _____ day of _________, 202_ by and between _______________ t/a ________________, License #_______ (“Applicant|Establishment”), and Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B (“ANC2B”) (collectively, the “Parties”).
W I T N E S S E T H
WHEREAS, the Establishment has applied for|holds a License Class _____, License Number _____, for a business establishment (“Establishment”) located at __________________, Washington, D.C. (“Premises”); 
WHEREAS, Protestant Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B (“ANC 2B”) who filed a timely protest (the “Protest”) against the Issuance|Renewal|Substantial Change Application of the Establishment’s license request pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-601(1) and 601(4), respectively;
WHEREAS, the Parties have agreed to enter into this Agreement and request that the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Board (“ABC Board”) approve the Establishment’s license application|renewal|Substantial Change conditioned upon the Applicant’s compliance with the terms of this written Agreement; and
There are 4 areas upon which a license may be protested.
· adverse impact on the peace, order, and quiet of the neighborhood; 
· adverse impact on the residential parking and vehicular and pedestrian safety in the neighborhood;
· adverse impact on real property values; 
· over-concentration of ABC establishments.
Nearly all protests we file are for “adverse impact upon the peace, order, and quiet of the neighborhood with respect to _____, pursuant to the signing of a Settlement Agreement.”  “with respect to” must include specific concerns about an establishment’s impact on POQ in the Resolution, and reflected in the SA.
SMDs should request public review and discussion of parking/safety aspects of an application by the Transportation Committee. Incorporate the outcome, recommendations into the Resolution and the Agreement.
Real Property Value is highly subjective. We won’t consider for a new application. For a renewal, protest must provide proof demonstrating loss in the Resolution and Agreement.
Over-concentration of Establishments is essentially impossible to argue in 2B given our zoning and geography. 

WHEREAS, the Parties are desirous of entering into a Settlement Agreement pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-446 for the operation and maintenance of the Establishment in such a manner as to minimize adverse effects upon peace, order, and quiet, and to eliminate the need for a Protest Hearing regarding the license application|renewal.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the recitals set forth above and the mutual covenants and conditions set forth below, the Parties agree as follows: 
1. Recitals Incorporated. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by reference.
2. Nature of the Business. The Applicant has applied to|shall operate and manage a Class __ restaurant|tavern|nightclub|retailer pursuant to the regulations and conditions specified herein.
a. The license application includes the following Endorsements:
· Carryout and Delivery
· Entertainment
· Sidewalk Café|Summer Garden
· Streatery Parklet
Seeking to alter operation or revise this Agreement is of great concern to residents and shall be subject to review and approval by the ABC Board.
3. General Conditions. 
a. [bookmark: _heading=h.abz3fbp6498e]The Establishment shall, at all times during operating hours, have an ABCA-certified manager on its premises, including for private events.
b. The Establishment shall not permit any person who has not completed alcohol awareness or alcohol safety training that satisfies ABCA requirements to serve alcohol.
c. The Establishment shall not be permitted to participate in ABCA-permitted Pub Crawls. 
d. The Establishment shall not offer or allow VIP table service.
e. The Establishment shall not offer or allow VIP bottle service.
f. The Establishment shall not offer or allow its entertainers or agents to engage in nude dancing, nudity, or intimate contact, as defined in Title 25 of the D.C. Official Code.
g. The Establishment shall not hire or otherwise allow a promoter or other third party to operate at the establishment or permit that party control over the premises by allowing them to 
i. Collect admission fees or money from patrons at the premises or in the sidewalk area immediately outside the premises; 
ii. Check identifications or perform body and item searches; 
iii. Distribute wristbands or stamps to patrons to determine their age; or 
iv. Provide alcoholic beverages to customers. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.8x6e8l5dipt4]Nothing in this condition shall prevent a third party from engaging in the advertising or promotion of the establishment or events at the establishment through social media, text message, and other media outlets (e.g., radio, television, newspaper, email, flyers, etc.)
h. The Establishment shall operate in accordance with the terms of its license and endorsements and as may otherwise be permitted by law.

If the SA establishes reduced hours from what the placard states, include both the placarded hours and the negotiated hours. (This most often pertain to Sidewalk Cafe or Summer Garden hours later than our standard 11PM/12 Midnight.)
If the SA is being entered with an ABC Board Order for reduced hours, include the originally placarded hours, and note the Board’s Order number and the imposed hours. 
[October 2025] Specifying hours in a SA can complicate Substantial Change requests to alter them. All protestants must agree & submit request to ABC Board to approve change of hours in SA before Establishment may apply for change.
[October 2026] Clarifying that our guideline outdoor hours for the 1200 block of 19th St and 2000 block of M Street currently are not mandatory as there are no nearby residences.
4. [bookmark: _heading=h.1ef2cjbcrkqc]Hours of Operation and Sales. 
The Establishment’s hours of operation, sales and service of alcoholic beverages, and activities permitted by Endorsements, shall not exceed the hours applied for and approved, or imposed, by order of the ABC Board. 
[-OR- ]

The Establishment’s hours shall be bound to an Order of the ABC Board|as specified on their application placard|as stated herein.
a. Inside operation permitted hours:
Sunday through Saturday ___ AM – __ AM
Sunday through Thursday ___ AM – 2:00 AM 
Friday and Saturday ___ AM – 3:00 AM
b. Inside alcohol sales, service, and consumption permitted hours: 
Sunday through Saturday ___ AM – __ AM
Sunday through Thursday ___ AM – 2:00 AM 
Friday and Saturday ___ AM – 3:00 AM
c. Alcoholic beverage carryout and delivery service permitted hours:
Daily, Commencement of Inside Alcohol Sales – 1:00 AM
d. Inside entertainment, with valid endorsement, permitted hours:
Sunday through Saturday: ____ – 1:00 AM
e. Outside food, alcohol sales, service, and consumption permitted hours*:
Sunday through Thursday: ____ – 11:00 PM
Friday and Saturday: ____ – 12:00 AM (Midnight)
Patrons shall leave the outside area at the end of operating hours.
* With valid endorsement and public space permit:
f. [bookmark: _heading=h.gxgae03nfz2r]The Establishment’s hours shall be permitted to automatically adjust for Daylight Saving Time transitions.
g. The Establishment shall [not] be allowed to participate in ABCA’s Holiday Extended Hours Program.
h. Unless otherwise required or restricted by ABCA regulation or law enacted by the District of Columbia, the Establishment shall be permitted to modify its indoor hours of operation, service, and indoor entertainment, for individual special occasions such as Inauguration Day or sporting events without requirement for One-Day Substantial Change applications.
i. The Establishment shall announce “Last Call” not later than 20 minutes prior to closing.
j. All patrons shall exit the Premises by the end of operating hours.

2. Outdoor Seating.
a. Outdoor seating (sidewalk café or streatery parklet) requires both an Endorsement on the ABC license, and a Public Space permit obtained independently from the District Department of Transportation (“DDOT”).
b. The Establishment shall maintain the sidewalk clear space distance specified in the approved permit between its perimeter and the nearer of any fixed objects (such as tree boxes/bicycle racks/parking meters/lamp posts/hydrants) or the curb.
c. The Establishment shall not drill into, or permanently affix anything to public space, including sidewalks and streets except as may be specifically authorized by permit issued by a District government agency.
d. Amplified music, televisions, live performances, other forms of entertainment [are not|with valid endorsement shall be permitted] in public space.
e. The Establishment shall check the seating area regularly to ensure cleanliness.
f. The Establishment shall remove|stack and/or secure tables and chairs each night at closing. 
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.mk20weikzi82]Parking/Valet Arrangements. The Establishment and any party or event utilizing the Premises, shall not offer or provide valet parking service. -OR- The Establishment shall be permitted to offer valet parking for its patrons pursuant to a Valet Staging Permit issued by the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) and the following conditions:
· The Establishment or Valet Operator shall either own, or maintain a contract for, adequate off-street parking for its patrons.
· The Establishment or Valet Operator shall not advertise or provide valet service at any time it does not have adequate off-street parking available.
· If contracted, a copy of the contract shall be made available to authorities upon request for inspection.
· Should the contract terminate for any reason, the Establishment shall either immediately establish a new off-street parking capability; or cease offering valet parking and relinquish its valet permit. 
· The Establishment or Valet Operator shall make reasonable effort during valet operating hours to ensure vehicles for the valet are not impeding traffic or staged illegally in driveways, alleys, building entrances, crosswalks, bicycle lanes, or bus stops, while dropping off or picking up passengers. 
· For large events, the Establishment shall have Traffic Directors and additional valet drivers ensuring patrons can promptly exit or enter their vehicles; and their vehicles are promptly taken by valet.
4. Noise and Privacy. The Establishment shall at all times comply with D.C. Official Code § 25-725 and take all necessary actions, including structural remedies and insulation/soundproofing to ensure that music, noise and vibration from the Establishment are not audible or discernible within adjacent or nearby residential properties. 

For live entertainment, dancing endorsements, we may ask that a Noise Control Plan be submitted to ABCA to establish specific volume/decibel limits, and any additional noise abatement measures ordered by the ABC Board. 
Noise Plan is currently not mandatory in the 1200 block of 19th St and 2000 block of M Street as there are no nearby residences.
a. The Establishment shall submit a Noise Control Plan to the ABC Board and comply with it and any other conditions ordered by the Board. 
b. The Establishment shall close its windows not later than 8:00 PM daily. 
c. Doors shall not be propped open, nor held open longer than necessary for normal entry or exit. If necessary, The Establishment shall take reasonable measures to minimize noise emanating from the opening of premises doors.
d. The Establishment shall advise patrons to be considerate of neighbors when exiting.
e. All purveyors and suppliers shall make and complete deliveries only between the hours of 7:00 AM and 6:00 PM Mondays through Fridays; 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM Saturdays; and 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM on Sundays.
5. Public Space, Trash, and Litter. The Establishment shall keep the sidewalk surrounding its property (up to and including the curb), tree box(es), adjoining alley, or driveways, clean and free of litter or other debris in compliance with District law.

a. [bookmark: _heading=h.o2cz40143jxn]The Establishment shall maintain a commercial trash removal contract with a hauling company licensed to operate in the District of Columbia.
b. All trash shall be bagged and secured in rodent-resistant bins or containers. Garbage and recycling containers, dumpsters, shall at all times be kept securely closed except when filling or emptying. The Establishment shall have sufficient containers to ensure there is no overflow.
c. The Establishment shall regularly clean its trash and recycling containers and promptly replace any that have been damaged, compromised, or reached the end of their useful life.
d. Trash and recycling pick up shall not occur earlier than 7:00 AM on weekdays, 9:00 AM on Saturdays, or 11:00 AM on Sundays; or after 5:00 PM on any day.
e. Except where there is a communal arrangement for trash and recycling storage, the Establishment’s receptacles or storage shall not encroach or be placed upon neighboring property.
f. The Establishment shall have the area around the Premises regularly cleaned, and washed as indicated, paying special attention to areas where trash and recycling is stored.
g. [bookmark: _heading=h.60pphfp15m65]The Establishment shall have defacement, vandalism, or other damage to its premises, remedied in a timely manner.
h. The Establishment shall be responsible for timely snow and ice removal from its sidewalk area and take suitable precautions to prevent ice accumulation, in accordance with District of Columbia law.
i. [bookmark: _heading=h.dhk5riemslzb]The Establishment shall maintain a designated No Smoking Zone within twenty-five (25) feet of its property as authorized by DC Code § 7–1703.04 and provide written notice to patrons inside and outside the premises. 
6. [bookmark: _heading=h.gqnfhlqhaqmn]Rats and Vermin Control. The Applicant shall maintain a professional rat and vermin control contract for its property, and provide proof of current contract upon request of the ABC Board or ABCA official.
In addition to the trash management requirements of this Agreement, the Establishment shall employ reasonable and common-sense measures to lessen the appeal of the Premises and public space to rodents and other vermin.
7. Security and Safety. The Establishment shall take all necessary measures to ensure its operation does not adversely affect the peace, order, quiet, or safety, of its patrons, staff, neighbors, and the neighborhood. 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT, DANCING, COVER CHARGE, ENDORSEMENTS
It is ANC 2B policy that we prefer establishments outside of the “Club Central” area NOT have formats that necessitate formal security plans and staff. This includes Connecticut Ave north of the circle; 2000-2100 blocks of P Street; 17th Street; 18th Street between R and U; “our part” of U Street.
###
Consider requiring participation in the police detail (RDO) if there is live entertainment, dancing, cover charge, and/or format more nightclub than neighborhood tavern or restaurant having dancing or entertainment for special events like weddings, birthdays.
RDO is a requirement for Nightclub “N” Class licenses; or renewals that have a history of outside disturbances or violence by patrons/incidents requiring police response. 
HOWEVER…
Since 2023, MPD has substantial staffing shortages that make it difficult to consistently fulfill RDO requests. This results in establishments paying for service they are not receiving, nor is the benefit to the community being delivered. 
Discuss RDO requirements with the 2D/3D liaison and the establishment to determine the number of participants, number of requests/the locations they are unable to satisfy, and whether it makes sense to require RDO participation.

a. A Security Plan shall be submitted to the ABC Board for review and approval. The Establishment shall comply and operate in accordance with the orders and conditions as the ABC Board may issue.
b. The Security Plan may be revised at any time pursuant to a request by any of the Parties to this Agreement and subsequent negotiation and agreement between the Parties, and approval by the ABC Board. Notwithstanding § 9(b), the Board may order or permit the modification of the agreement as permitted by law, including, but not limited to, as part of a protest, show cause, or other enforcement action to ensure compliance with the security plan law.
c. The Establishment shall have adequate professional security coverage for the premises. At least one security staff member shall be on premises at all times the business is operating.
d. The Establishment shall have personnel to ensure patrons waiting to be admitted maintain an orderly and quiet atmosphere.
e. The Establishment shall have a Reimbursable Police Detail (“RDO”) present from 10:30 p.m. until 1 (one) hour beyond closing Thursdays|Fridays through Saturdays|Sundays| [and any night special events take place].
f. The Establishment shall immediately call 911 or notify an MPD officer of fighting or violent activity in or around the Establishment and regardless of patrons being involved.
g. [bookmark: _heading=h.kwy2q7ixbt56]The Establishment shall maintain a log of incidents noted by staff, or complaints reported by patrons or members of the public, regardless of whether police were summoned.
h. The Establishment shall cooperate with MPD and other enforcement officials, including sequestering and preserving the scene of any incident.
8. License Ownership and Compliance with ABCA Regulations. The Establishment shall abide by all Alcoholic Beverage & Cannabis Administration (ABCA) regulations regarding ownership of the license, recordkeeping, and all other provisions applicable to liquor licensees.
a. The Establishment agrees that any Party to this Agreement shall have standing to ask the ABC Board to review compliance with, or request enforcement action for any violations of, the Agreement.
a. It is not the intent of the Parties that violation of specific laws and regulations referenced in this Agreement and adjudicated by other District agencies result in compounded violations of the Agreement.
9. [bookmark: _heading=h.nug6gnqvczfc]Notice and Opportunity to Cure. Should any of the parties be in breach of this Agreement, it shall be entitled to reasonable notice and opportunity to cure, as a condition precedent to seeking enforcement of the Agreement.
Unless a breach is of an emergency nature, reasonable notice and opportunity shall provide for a cure within 30 calendar days of the date of such notice.
If the Establishment or the licensee fails to cure within the 30-calendar-day period (or, fails to commence diligently seeking cure for a breach needing more than 30-calendar-days to remedy), such failure shall constitute a cause for seeking a Show Cause Order from the ABC Board pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-447.
Unless otherwise noted above, any notices required to be made under this Agreement shall be in writing and may be delivered by email; mailed via certified mail, return receipt requested; or hand-delivered, to the other parties to this Agreement at the following addresses. Notice shall be deemed given as of the time of receipt or refusal of receipt.

Contact information for the Parties to This Agreement.
	If to the Establishment:
	Representative Name
Establishment Name
Address
Washington, DC 200__
Daytime Telephone Number
Email Address

	If to ANC 2B:
	Attn: Chair
ANC 2B
9 Dupont Circle NW
Washington, DC  20036
2b@anc.dc.gov

	If to Dupont Circle Citizens Association:
	Attn: President
9 Dupont Circle NW
Washington, DC 20036
president@dupont-circle.org

	If to Group of Five Residents:
	Representative Name
Address
Washington, DC 200__
Email Address

	
	



Signatures
	[bookmark: _heading=h.64ntu59rjq8v]ESTABLISHMENT:
	ANC 2B:

	
__________________________
By:  Printed Name/ Title
	
__________________________
By: Printed Name/Title

	
__________________________
Signature of Licensee or
    Legal Representative
	
__________________________
Signature




